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Topogrid Derived 10m Resolution Digital Elevation Model (DEM)
of Charleston and Parts of Berkeley, Dorchester, Colleton and 

Georgetown Counties, South Carolina
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Map Projection Information
UTM Zone:17
NAD83 Datum

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

OPEN-FILE REPORT 2005-1372

This map and corresponding elevation database represents a comprehensive large-scale, digital topographic database  
for the Charleston, South Carolina region. The region includes all of Charleston and parts of Berkeley, Dorchester,
Georgetown and Colleton Counties, South Carolina. 
The digital elevation model (DEM) was produced from 1:24,000-scale topographic contours, spot height elevations, and
topographic feature break-line data. The DEM developed for this project incorporates additional data to that of other DEM 
initiatives such as the National Elevation Dataset (NED). In particular, many areas northeast of Charleston were originally 
mapped with a 20 foot contour interval. As a result, large areas within the NED depict flat featureless topography. To overcome 
these data gaps, the new DEM is supplemented with additional spot heights and break-lines derived from aerial photography. 
The resultant DEM is stored as a raster grid at uniform 10m horizontal resolution.
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